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Martha Mitchell Says President 



SAN CLEMENTE, Caiif., Iband is “a goddamned fool” to 
fig. 25 (UPI)— Martha Mitch-^rotect Mr. Nixoii 
says she read a “campaign 1 


“I saw 


the leather-bound 
, , „ . , . , campaign strategy book for 

rategy book” written by 1972 that was written by 

1-esident- Nixoii and H. R. Nixon and Haldeman,” she 
Haldeman that she hinted in- said. “It included the whole 
|uded . plans for. Watergate- Procedures of .everything that 


style operations! . She said the 
Senate Watergate committee 
should call her to testify. 
She said Mr. Nixon’s "news 
conference denial that her 
husband, former Attorney 
General John N. Mitchell, had 
told him the details of Water- 
gate, was “a damned lie." 

Her husband shielded Mr. 
llixon in his testimony to the 
Ervin committee because he 
Hopes Mr. Nixon will pay him 
tfick with executive clemency 
Mitchell is convicted of 
imes, Mrs. Mitchell said in a 
|a.m. telephone call. 

She said she thinks. her hus- 


jhas happened. I saw it with 

any own two ej 

frying to: press John not to go 
|nto the campaign. 

“It was at ,. least two inches 
thick,” she added. “Everything 
was there from A to Zeta. 
That’s why the (Ervin) com- 
mittee should call me.” She 
added it included the 1968 
campaign plans and strategy 
for Mr. Nixon’s re-election. 

She declined to amplify, but] 
said that she should be called 
to testify in executive session, 
“not on television.” 
i “This is the reason I think 
j the committee should hear me 


out,” she said. She said 
read part of the book. 

She angrily disputed Mr.' 
Nixon’s statement that Mitch- 
ell had never told him about 
the Watergate break-in, and 
that he had. not asked Mitchell 
about it. 

“For God’s sake he used to 
call John , at 2 o’clock in the 
morning, and said he didn’t 
call his Attorney General? He 
called him every night. I’ve 
got proof •' from Julia (her 
housekeeper).” ■ 

Mi's. Mitchell watched the 
presidential news conference 
last Wednesday and was par- 
ticularly irate with Mr. Nix- 
f on’s statement that “through- 
out I would .have expected 
f!Mr. Mitchell to tell me in 
the event that he was in- 
volved or that anybody else 
was. He did not te|l me. I 
don’t blame him for not tell- 


sheMng me. He has his reasons for 
Snot telling me. I regret that he 
T did not, because he is exactly 
right. Had he. told me, I would 
have blown my stack. . . . 

Mitchell had testified- that if 
he told Mr. Nixon , he-. would 
have blown the lid.” - t . . 

But .Mrs. Mitchell believes 
that her husband defended the 
President’s innocencej,“because 
he thinks he (Mr. Nixon) 
would-: giye him (executive) 
clemency' for what he has 
done for him.” 

Mrs. Mitchell surfaced after 
a nearly month-long silence to 
express her views. 

She . said she fears “John 
Mitchell -will never get out of 
it.” ! 

“My husband is the only one 
'ho can control the President 
lecause the President goes 
iut and does what he 
ihouldn’t do,” she said. 


“I did not want my husband 
to be his campaign manager.” 
she said. “I told him not - to 
take it.”- . u - A 

She indicated that there was 
friction between her ’ and -her 
husband because of .“whaf 
Watergate has done to our. 
lives. We ‘ have been suffer-, 
ing.” t->( 

She also described V ! Mi\ 
Nixon as the “most egotistic* 
person I have ever met in: my 
life.” ’ , - I "* 

“He has a temper likfe'fdo; 
if I get mad at something. '' "-'-' 
“The . President has as- 
saulted both John and me in 
taking everything we had or 
wanted,” she said. 

Speaking of her husband, 
she said: “The President did. 
not exonerate him. He who ; 
put Nixon in the White House. 
He exonerated Haldeman , and 
(John) Ehrlichman.” ; I ’ 



